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REMARKS 

i 

Telephone Conversation 

j 

Fiijst of all, I thank Examiner Sheikh for taking the time to speak with me at length 
about this application on 2 October 2007. 



Pending 



Claims 



The applicants are not seeking to amend any of the claims previously presented, 
so claim^ 1 and 3-6 are still pending. 



i 

Claim Rejections Under 35 USC §103 



Ali the pending claims stand rejected as being obvious in view of a hypothetical 
combination of the teachings of the Spurgeon and Houvener references. Appended to 
this document is a four-page spreadsheet that shows in detail how several claimed 
features of the applicants' invention are missing from both Spurgeon and Houvener, 
whether jthey are taken separately or combined. Just two differences, which make the 

invention much easier and more versatile to use in contexts such as reporting of worked 

I 

time are 

1]i The central system of the invention operates "automatically, that is, 
independent of any required human intervention. The invention does not require the 
installati Dn of any specialized software at the users site; for example, a worker at a job 
site can report his time by sending a common paper form using a standard fax machine, 
and doejs not have to.be at a computer terminal at all, much less one that has special 
softwar^. In contrast, Spurgeon (col. 3, lines 9-11) requires the installation of special 
software! for translation (see col. 3 lines 44-49, col.7, lines 45-64, and col. 8, line 9). 
The invention allows users to continue to use existing equipment, and physical forms 
(such as simple paper) as opposed to always requiring manual data entry via a 

computer keyboard. 

2) The invention as claimed also provides for "interactive and iterative review, 
modification or annotation" of submitted forms. The cited references (including those 
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cited 



implementing 



claimec 



Conclusion 



in the many previous Office actions) lack any notion of or mechanism for 
iterative interactivity, 
there are of course many other differences between the applicants' invention as 
, many of which are summarized in the attached spreadsheet. 



Despite at least eight Office actions and three examiners, the Office has yet to 
cite any prior art that alone or in combination discloses all of the claimed features of the 
applicants' invention. Consequently, the pending claims should now be allowable. 



Date: 8 October, 2007 



34825 Suitan-Startup Rd. 
Sultan, WA 98294 
Phone: (425)-2 10-9 122 
Fax: (360) 793-6687 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Jeffrey Pearce 
Reg. No. 34,729 
Attorney for the Applicants 
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